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Value Before Display

The first principle of the House

or / A DIFFERENT FIRST IMPRESSION

The first published House principle places value before display. Its wording connects discernment to
proportion, usefulness, material and attention, rather than to status or price. The same distinction is

visible in a document devoted entirely to ideas. A measured paragraph can carry more thought than a
grand declaration. A page that is easy to read respects its reader more than one that advertises its own

exclusivity. Presentation becomes the consequence of judgement.

o2 / SELECTION IS AUTHORSHIP

To select is to give form. The choice of an image from a group, the decision to retain a single sentence,
the removal of an unnecessary heading: each action changes the work's meaning. This is a useful way
to understand editorial refinement without invoking a fictional atelier. The labour is visible in the
choices that remain. Good editing is not only subtraction; it is a deliberate account of why one

element deserves the space it occupies.
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A closer reading

03 / RESPECT FOR THE ORDINARY PAGE

Many documents announce importance with oversized dates, seals, stamps or elaborate hierarchy.
None guarantees a substantial reading experience. The simpler task is to make title, prose, reference
and image work together. Fine typography does not exempt the text from being exact. The House can
be dignified in an ordinary sheet of paper: a clear argument, a carefully placed logo and no detail

whose only function is to imitate inherited prestige.

o4 / VALUEISNOT A COSTUME

The website's principle is aspirational, not evidence of commercial performance or manufacturing
quality. The distinction matters. We can interpret what a principle asks of a publication without

asserting that it has already been achieved throughout a company. A good House essay explains its
ideal and lets readers examine the resulting page for themselves. It does not award its own work an

unearned certificate of excellence.
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Where the argument rests

os / AN EDITORIAL TEST

Imagine removing the logo from a page. Would its content still deserve to be read? If the answer is no,
the mark is being asked to perform the work of the writing. The first principle offers a stricter
measure: dignity should survive even when visible signals of status are removed. INCONNU is
strongest when its name confirms a thoughtful work rather than compensating for an incomplete

one.

SOURCE PAGES

https://linconnu.co/house/principles/

READING NOTE
An interpretative essay grounded in L’INCONNU website source material, reviewed on 7 November 2026.

Observations and readings are distinguished from documented events; authored artist worlds are not presented

as verified personal biographies.
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